CA Bridge Opioid Epidemic Status Report:
Connect Merced County

The Opioid Epidemic Status Reports present county-level estimates of people who misuse opioids (PWMO) in California, developed by Staci
Hepler and David Kline of Wake Forest School of Medicine. Estimates draw on opioid surveillance data (CA Department of Public Health),
county population data (CA Department of Finance), and state-level misuse estimates (National Survey on Drug Use and Health). County-level
methadone counts are reported by the CA Department of Health Care Services.

In 2023, 4,700 people misused opioids in Merced County. From 2016 to 2023,

overdose mortality increased five-fold among people who misused opioids.

Estimated Trends in Opioid Misuse and Mortality
Merced County, 2016 - 2023
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687 people in Merced County - or 15% of those who misused opioids - were

prescribed medications for opioid use disorder (MOUD) in 2023.
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The 2023 MOUD gap in Merced County was 4,013 people.
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CA Bridge Connect is an initiative of CA Bridge, a program of the Public Health Institute funded by the CA Department of Health Care Services (DHCS).
© 2026, DHCS. (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0)
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